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Editor s Notes

This issue features three articles including the founthaiseries about the cachets
produced by Kelownads T.G. Woakchets bynthisr hitHerto. The
unknown maker continues to expand, so John Van der Ven is attempting to keep us up to date.
The efforts of the Windermere and District Histaii Society to produce and distribute FOXGs
the David Thompson issues of 1957 is chronicled by Gary Dickinson, and Bob Vogel reviews
letter cards produced by the Folkard Company and used as FDCs.

This will be the last call for expressions of interesgarding the development of a
register for earliest known uses of stamp issues that do not have an established first day of issue.
Doug Holmes has offered to set this up on the Study Group website, but we need someone to
take the leadership to develop andnage a process for reporting these covers.

As always, contributions to First Impressions will be welcomed. You might consider
writing an article about your favourite cover or cachet maker, or reporting about a previously
unknown cachet maker. Please te¢ know if you have anything in mind that might be of
interest to other members and | can help you get it into publishable form.

Submitting Articles to First Impressions

Articles may be submitted in writing or MS Word, and scans should be in JPEG format at 300
dpi. Email submissions should be sent to Gary Dickinson at gandbdickinson @shaw.ca or
mailed to Gary at 648 San Michelle Road, Kelowna, B.C., Canada, V1W 2J1.
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T.G.WOLSTENCROFT CACHETS PART IV

by John Van der Ven

Three previous issues of First .
Impressions (#15, 16, and 20) have featured i ‘ a ? !
presentations of first day cachets designed | & v —
and produced by T.G. Wolstencroft, a ' -"
resident of Kelowna. Many of tee were
posted from Kelowna to a resident of
Invercargil, New Zealand and had been
offered for sale on eBay by Kadine Stamps
of New Plymouth, New Zealand. o
This unveiling of longunknown #422
FDCs has continued, and an additional
group of 38 cachets datedfindl963 to 1970
is shown here. All of the covers shown are
addressed to James McArthur, including
three stamp issues (#482, 483, and 490) each
with two different designs. The hamidawn
and hanecoloured artwork ranges from
simple stick figures in blacknk (eg. #445
and 448) to elaboragtaulti-coloured mw
paintings (eg. #512 and 516).
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DAVID THOMPSON FIRST DAY COVERS BY

THE WINDERMEREHISTORICAL SOCIETY

by Gary Dickinson

The Canada Post Office issued a 5 Thompson and a native 1gen overlooking
cent stamp (Scott #370) on June 5, 1957 to Lake Windermere and includes a brief
honour the achievements of explorer and description of the lake:

geographer David Thompson. The stamp
depicted a scroll map of the region explored
by Thompson along with his figure standing
and holding asextant at the right side of the
design.
Thompson lived from 1770 until

1857. He was born in England and joined
t he Hudsonbés Bay
He studied surveying with the Company,

Il nver mer e,
CompMaemoranit athBorgeooAnléxtr a
laments the difficulties caused by a lack of

AThi s body of water
clead is about 7 miles long and 1
mile wide. Close behind to westward
rise mountains covered with snow and
gl aciers. o
The second cachet, designedr f

depicts t he

and by the time he was 17 he had explored suitable trees for construction activities and

as far west as Cadgy, Alberta. He later
joined the North West Company and spent
three winters headquartered near Lake
Windermere in the East Kootenay area of
British Columbia after first arriving there in
July, 1807.

The Windermere District Board of
Trade suggested to t@éanada Post Office
that it would be appropriate to issue a stamp
commemorating the 150 anniversary of
Thompsonos arrival i
Valley, with the issue date of June 5 being
the approximate date of his reaching the
continental divide near GoldeB.C.

The Windermere District Historical
Society, under the leadership of Mrs. R.B.
(Justine) Harris, lobbied successfully to have
the stamp issued at three towns in the Valley
(Invermere, Wilmer, and Windermere), all
located about 200 miles southwest of

Calgary.

Three different cachets were
designed and printed
wh o owned our | ocal

shown here in Figures 1 through 3.
Figure 1 shows the FDC designed for
a Windermere cancellation. It features

the need to haul water a considerable
distance.

il was obligea to pi

spot at the Head of the River, on a

bank of about 240 ft. high and very

steep, and not a drop of water but what

must come up this bank, and still we

had nothing to build with other than

straggling, stunted sort of Hemlock

Tree® not a Fir, nor Pine withima

nmitlhee ofWi msl.ed mer e

Figure 3 illustrates the Wilmer

cachet showing the plaque at Kootenae
House which was built in August, 1807. The
text of the plague reads:

ADavid Thompson of t
West Company built here in August,
1807 Kootenae House, the first tiagl
post of the white man on the Columbia
River or its tributaries. During the next
four years he explored the Columbia
River from source to mouth and

bestablished fradd with thé Indiapsrin nt er
psaythern .Bdtish TGolersb& amrdr ia

much of the country now known as
the states of Montana, Idaho, and
Washington. 0o
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Mr. A. G. Watson,
19577 wyler kRd.,
K.R.3, Cloverdale, B.C.

RST DAY OF ISSUE

Figure 1. Windermere circular date stamp.

CANADA 43 |
RN E T

Mr. A. G. Watson,
19577 Tyler Rd.,
R.R.3, Cloverdale, b.C.

Figure 2. Invermere circular date stamiph erroneously dated cancellation

}\

VADA {WT\
JAVI HOMPSON Vs 2 | éi

Bavio
hompson
o285y,

Mr. A. G. Watson,
19577 Tyler Rd.,
R.R.3, Cloverdale, B.C.

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Figure 3.Wilmer split circle cancellation.
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Under the leadership of Mrs. Harris,
advertisements for the FDCs were placed in
philatelic periodicals throughout North
America as per the example shown in Figure
4 which appeared in May, 1957. Each of the
three post offices received some 700 stamps,
with most collectors receiving the set of
three postmarked covers. Each cover

enclosed a threpanel brochure with a brief
biography of Thompson.

The advertisement included a
description of the three cachets which were
priced at $1.00 for all three with single
stamps and $2.00 with blocks of four.
Orders were to be received by Mrs. Harris
by June 1, 1957

Figure 4. Advertisement for Windermer®Cs.
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